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Abstract: Penelitian ini membahas tentang kemampuan siswa dalam 
memahami naratif teks. Metode yang digunakan dalam penelitian ini 
adalah metode diskriptif. Tehnik data yang dipilih adalah pengukuran. 
Alat data yang dipilih adalah tes tertulis. Nilai akhir dari siswa yang 
memahami teks naratif adalah 75. Nilai akhir menunjukan bahwa 
memahami teks naratif adalah sangat bagus. Oleh karena itu, peneliti 
berharap bahwa guru bahasa inggris yang lain harus selalu mencoba 
untuk membuat teks yang menarik dan media untuk mereka mengajar. 
Berdasarkan pada hasil, guru dapat menambahkan teks naratif untuk 
meningkatkan siswa dalam memahami teks naratif.   
Kata kunci: Naratif Teks, Media, Memahami 
Abstract: This thesis discusses about the student‟s ability in 
comprehending narrative texts. The method was used in this research 
was descriptive method. The technique of data collecting was 
measurement. The tool of data collecting was written test. The mean 
score of the students‟ in comprehending narrative text was 75. It 
shown that their comprehension narrative text was average to good. 
Therefore, the researcher hopes that the other English language 
teachers should always try to create an interesting text and media for 
their teaching. Based on the result, teachers can apply narrative text to 
improve the student in comprehending narrative text. 
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ne of the purposes of teaching English to the ninth grade students of 
SMPN 14 Pontianak is to improve the ability of the students in 
comprehending narrative texts. The writer focused to narrative text 
because it is related to the syllabus. Based on the standard competence in the 
syllabus of (KTSP). As quoted from an SMPN 14 Pontianak syllabus of KTSP 
that based on the Departemen Pendidikan Nasional in National Education 




membaca adalah bahwa “Siswa dapat memahami makna dalam wacana tertulis 
interpersonal dan transaksionl sederhana, secara formal maupun informal, 
dalam bentuk recount, narrative, procedure, descriptive, dan report, dalam 
konteks kehidupan sehari-hari”. (The standard competence of reading is that 
the students are able to understand meaning in written discourse interpersonal 
and transactional, formal and informal in form of recount, narrative, procedure, 
descriptive, and report in accepted in daily life context). Narrative text is taught 
at the eighth and ninth grade students. In this research, the writer focuses on 
narrative text. 
Narrative text tells about the real fact or even imagination or story 
which is based on the real experience. The social function of this text is to 
amuse or entertain the readers or listeners as well as to deal with actual or 
imaginative experiences in different ways. Anderson (in Karoline, 2006:25) 
state that “Narrative is a piece of text tells a story and, in doing so, entertains or 
informs the reader or listener”. Unfortunately, the fact shows that the students 
can not produce or practice their language well during the interactive processes 
in the classroom. In teaching-learning process the teacher is only as the model 
and facilitator or instructor to give his or her students exercises 
According to Pett (1982:18) the activity of comprehension includes: 
“visual mechanical skill of recognition, an ability to relate letters or group of 
letters to their sound correlates, remembering the meaning of individual words. 
Integrating grammatical and semantic clues, and relating this to the reader‟s 
own general knowledge of the subject being read.” 
Shawn (1986:518) argues that the purpose of reading comprehension 
is as follows; “to gain and understand accurate information and ideas; to 
recognize organization and style; to interpret what is read in terms of personal 
experience; to analyze and evaluate.”     
Reading is an extraordinary achievement when one considers the 
number of levels and components that must be mastered. Consider what it 
takes to read a simple story. The words contain graphemes, phonemes, and 
morphemes. Sentences have syntactic composition, propositions, and stylistic 
features. Deep comprehension of the sentences requires the construction of 
referents of nouns, a discourse focus, presuppositions, and plausible inferences. 
The reader needs to distinguish given versus new information in the text and 
implicitly acknowledge what is shared among most readers in a community 
(called the common ground). At more global levels, the reader needs to identify 
the genre, rhetorical structure, plot, perspective of different characters, narrator, 
theme, story point, and sometimes the attitude of the author. The coding, 
interpretation, and construction of all of these levels are effortlessly achieved at 
a rate of 250 to 400 words per minute by a proficient adult reader. 
Comprehension is not always effortless and fast, of course. When 
beginning readers struggle over individual words, reading is slowed to a near 
halt and deeper levels of comprehension are seriously compromised. This 
happens when proficient adult readers struggle with technical expository text 
on unfamiliar arcane topics, such as a mortgage on a house or the schematics of 
  
computer‟s operating system. Cognitive strategies are particularly important 
when there is a breakdown at any level of comprehension. A successful reader 
implements deliberate, conscious, effortful, time consuming strategies to repair 
or circumvent a reading component that is not intact. Reading teachers and 
programs explicitly teach such reading strategies to handle the challenges of 
reading obstacles.  
Comprehension is invisible. Its definition, its process, and its product 
continue to be elusive. Cognitive psychologists, English literature professors, 
and reading methods professors debate these issues, resulting in a confusion of 
materials and methods for college developmental reading instructors. Cognitive 
psychologists argue that comprehension is the result of innate intelligence; a 
student is just born "smart." This view is related to Thorndike's statement that 
comprehension is the manipulation of memories (Thorndike, 1917). In English 
teacher learning process, the teachers use two languages. They are English and 
Indonesian because not all students understand English well. The students do 
not use English all the time in the classroom when they are in English teaching 
learning process because it is difficult for some them. One possible reason is 
that the students are not interested in the text, such as less grammar, lack of 
vocabularies. Thus, the writer used narrative to do the research. Based on the 
writer‟s interview to the English teacher of ninth grade students of SMPN 14 
Pontianak, most students are passive and they have low motivation in learning 
reading. It drives them to get bored in reading and should look up the 
dictionary to find the difficult words.  
In this research, the writer focused on the students‟ ability in 
comprehending narrative text. The selection of narrative text was based on the 
materials which are learned at SMP, as stated in the curriculum (KTSP). In this 
case, the writer conducted the research to the ninth grade students of SMPN 14 
Pontianak in academic year 2011/2012. Finally, the writer hopes that the result 
of the research will provide valuable data for the teachers to use this material.  
Anderson, M and Anderson, K (1998) state that narrative text is a text 
that tells a story and, in doing so, entertains the audience. The communicative 
purpose of a narrative, other than providing entertainment, can be to make the 
audience think about an issue, teach them a lesson, or excite their emotions. 
Narratives text can be presented as written texts. Written narratives often take 
the form of novels. The story is usually told by a narrator. According to 
Anderson, M and Anderson, K (1998) narrative text was devided into five 
events, they are: (a) orientation in this paragraph the narrator tells the audience 
who is in the story, when it is happening, where it is happening and what is 
going on,(b) complication this is the part of the story where the narrator tells 
about something that will begin a chain of events. These events will affect one 
or more of the characters. The complication is the trigger, (c) sequence of 
events this is where the narrator tells how the characters react to the 
complication. It is includes their feelings and what they do. The events can be 
told in chronological order (the order in which they happen) or with flashbacks. 
  
The audience is given the narrator‟s point of view, (d) resolution in this part of 
narrative the complication is sorted out or the problem is solved, (e) code the 
narrator includes a code if there is a moral or massage to be learned from the 
story. Here is the example of narrative text  
 
Mantu’s Little Elephant 
Little Mantu lived in a village deep in the jungle where elephants 
helped the men with their work. These elephants were so big and strong. They 
could lift up the heaviest logs with their trunks and toss them high in the air. 
(Orientation) 
Now, Mantu had an elephant of his very own. His name was Opic. He 
was just a baby and Mantu loved him very much. Mantu whispered to Opie‟s 
ear that somebody he would become the biggest, strongest and bravest elephant 
in the jungle. The other elephants heard this. They began to laugh and made 
rude noises with their trunks, “We‟re so big and tall, but you‟re so small. 
You‟re nothing at all.” Said one of the big elephants. (Complication) 
Mantu looked up at the huge elephant with a mischievous glint in his 
eye. “You‟re so tall and can see faraway. We can see what is happening down 
here in the jungle. In fact, we would be the first to see any slithering snakes 
that may be a danger.” After hearing the word snakes, the elephants screeched 
and off. They went thundering in fright. (Complication) 
“Did I say there were snakes?” giggled Mantu.”No, I don‟t think so,” 
smiled Opie. Mantu then climbed upon his little friend‟s back and went home 
to the village to tell everyone about the foolish elephants. (Resolution) 
(Adapted from: 50 Bedtime stories, 2002) 
 
METHOD  
This research describes about the students‟ ability in comprehending 
narrative text. Then, the form of research used was descriptive research. John 
W. Best (1997:166) defines descriptive study as follows: “A descriptive study 
describes and interprets what it is. It concerns with the condition or relationship 
that exist, opinion that are held, processes that are going on, effects that are 
evident, or trends that are developing. It is primarily concerned with the 
presents, although it often considers part events and influences as they relate to 
current conditions”. 
 This method was used to describe how far they understand narrative 
text.The population of this research is the ninth grade students of SMPN 14 
Pontianak with consisted of 245 students:Class 3A = 35 students, class 3B = 35 
students, class 3C = 35 students, class 3D = 35 students, class 3E = 35 students, 
class 3F = 35 students, class 3G = 35 students.Total = 245 students. A sample 
is a small proportion, which was used as the sources of the real data. The writer 
was take class 3A with 35 students as the sample which is taken by using cluster 
  
random sampling.The technique that was used in this research is measurement 
toward relevant tasks to the students‟ interest. In this research, the tool of data 
collecting for the student‟s ability in comprehending narrative texts was written 
test in form of multiple-choice items. The number of test items was 20 items. 
Every item covers four options (A, B, C, and D) which consist of one correct 
answer and three distracters. 
 





Total Number of 
Test Items 
1 Orientation 1, 2, 4, 5, 8, 9, 10, 11, 15, 16, 18 11 
2 Complication 3, 6, 12, 13, 17, 19 6 
3 Resolution 7, 14, 20 3 
The Number of Test Items  20 
 
The data are collected from the students‟ ability in comprehending 
narrative text. The data were scored and analyzed as follows: To analyze the 
result of the test, the writer used the following formulas:  
The Formula for the Individual Score A =
S
N
X100%  (Taken From Heaton, 
1988:9) The Formula for the Mean ScoreM =
∑X
N
 (Taken from Donald, Ary 
(1979:103))  
The Table 2 Result is Specified Into the Following Criteria: 
Range Score Description 
80 to 100 Good to Excellent 
60 to 79 Average to Good 
50 to 59 Poor to Average 
0to 49 Poor 
(Taken from Heaton, 1988:96) 
The research procedures were applied are as follows: (a) The writer 
conducted test items on narrative texts, (b) The writer will tried out the test to 
  
the ninth grade students. After giving the test, the results were analyzed to see 
the validity and reliability,(c) The writer conducted the test to the sample 
students, (d) The writer will analysised the data, (e) The writer will wrote the 
report of the research‟s result. 
 
RESEARCH FINDING AND DISCUSSION 
Research Finding  
This research is conducted to get accurate data about the students‟ 
ability in comprehending narrative text to the ninth grade students of SMPN 14 
Pontianak in academic year 2011/2012.  
The Result of the Students’ Mean Score 
The result of students‟ ability in comprehending narrative text from 
students in class ninth ranged from 65 to 80. The lowest score was 65 which 
were categorized as average to good and the highest score was 80 in the 
category of good to excellent. There were 24 students who were categorized as 
„average to good‟, 11 students who were in category of „good to excellent‟. 
The total score of the students‟ result of the reading comprehending in 
narrative text from 35 students was 2640.  
 
The Table 3 Result of Performance Test on the Second Meeting was Held 
on November 7th, 2011 










1 Apriliana 20 15 5 75 
2 Alan Zuhri 20 16 4 80 
3 Arizan 20 16 4 80 
4 Berina Putri 20 15 5 75 
5 Charrysa 20 13 7 65 
6 Desta pratama  20 16 4 80 
7 Elvira Harunisa 20 14 6 70 
8 Fajar Adikuasa 20 14 6 70 
9 Fitri Indah 20 15 5 75 
10 Gilang Ramadhan 20 15 5 75 
11 Juwintan Sabrina 20 15 5 75 
12 Maulana Iskandar 20 15 5 75 
13 Megawati 20 15 5 75 
14 Medik Hafsal 20 13 7 65 
15 Nurul Islam 20 15 5 75 
16 Nisa Harunia 20 16 4 80 
17 Nurbaiti 20 15 5 75 
18 Paridah 20 16 4 80 
19 Putri Indah Sari 20 15 5 75 
  
20 Puput Melati 20 15 5 75 
21 Qilbis  20 14 6 70 
22 Rendra. W 20 15 5 75 
23 Rita Wati 20 15 5 75 
24 Riky Saputra 20 16 4 80 
25 Rian Maulidin 20 16 4 80 
26 Sabrina Intan  20 16 4 80 
27 Surya Putra 20 15 5 75 
28 Turwiyanto 20 15 5 75 
29 Turiningih 20 15 5 75 
30 Umi Padilah 20 16 4 80 
31 Ully  Aulia 20 14 6 70 
32 Wina Sari 20 15 5 75 
33 Yuda Saputra 20 16 4 80 
34 Yanti Yuliana 20 16 4 80 
35 Zaura 20 15 5 75 
  ∑=75 
 
The average frequency of the students‟ class 3 A in comprehending narrative 
texts to ninth grade students of SMPN 14 Pontianak in academic year 









To know the average frequency of the students‟ achievement in 
comprehending narrative text to the ninth grade students of SMPN 14 
Pontianak in academic year 2011/2012, the following formula is used: The 
formula of the Mean Score: M =
∑X
N
    
Where : 
M  : the average frequency of students‟ score 
∑X  : the total number of the students‟ score 
N  : the total number students 





M = 75 
Based on the computation of the students mean score above, the mean score of 
students‟ achievement in comprehending narrative text is 75.  
 
The Table 4 Result is Specified Into the Following Criteria: 
  
Range Score Description 
80 to 100 Good to Excellent 
60 to 79 Average to Good 
50 to 59 Poor to Average 
0to 49 Poor 
(Taken from Heaton, 1988:96) 
Related to the criteria given by Heaton (1988:96), the students mean 
score is average to good. Because the students‟ mean score of the test is 75. 
Analysis of the Result 
The students‟ ability in comprehending narrative text needs to be 
analyzed, and the result of the test is classified average to good. The students 
still have some problems in comprehending narrative text. It can be seen in 
table 4.6, 4.7, 4.8 appendixes I which shows the student‟ result of orientation, 
complication, and resolution of narrative text. In the table, we can see the 
students are lacked in comprehending element. The percentage for orientation 
is 95%. The second is complication, where 58 % of the students can answer the 
test. The last is resolution, where 38% students can answer the questions about 




A : the percentage 
S : the total number of the correct answer in each element of cognitive domain 
N: the total score of each element of the cognitive domain 













x100 = 38% 
Based on the above, the most difficulties faced by the students of 
SMPN 14 Pontianak are complication and resolution. It can be seen from the 
above computation that only 58% and 38% of students can answer, especially 
in the aspect of complication and resolution. 
 
Discussion  
In this research, the writer applied measurement technique to measure 
the students‟ ability in comprehending narrative text. The writer gave test 
  
students‟ on November, 3rd 2011 in class 3A in form of written test for about 
one hour. In this case, the writer constructed 20 items of multiple choices and 
each item consists of four options. It is a set of test in form of multiple choices 
items based on narrative text.  
In multiple choices test, the students answer questions on the items by 
choosing the letter a, b, c, or d that they thought is the best answer. In the test 
the writer gave the students some narrative texts that were followed by 35 
students of class 3A. In this test, there are reading texts of narrative. Here the 
students were also asked to answers 20 test items in the form of multiple 
choices. The time provided for the student to do the test was 60 minutes.  
Before giving the test, the writer and the teacher gave the students 
some explanation about the rule of the test. To make relaxed, the writer made 
approach to the students. During the test, the students were serious. But there 
were five of them who looked up the dictionary to look for the meaning of the 
difficult words. However the writer finally warned them to do it without 
looking up the dictionary. Beside that, some of the students who were 
discussing with their friends about the text. They were probably got confused 
about the text. They were probably got confused about the text. It can be the 
vocabulary or difficult words, the content of the text. Here the writer remained 
again and asked them what kinds of the difficulties that they faced in test. At 
last, the students submitted heir work to the writer and most of them submitted 
it on time.Based on the finding of the research, the mean score of the students‟ 
ability in comprehending narrative text is 75. It indicates that their performance 
in comprehending narrative text is average to good. It shows that the ninth 
grade students of SMPN 14 Pontianak in academic year 2011//2012 are good 
enough in comprehending narrative text. 
Based on Standar Ketuntasan Minimum (SKM) of SMPN 14 
Pontianak especially English subject is 75. While the mean score is 75. Infect, 
the mean score is higher than SKM of the school.However, it can also be seen 
that the students still faced difficulties in answering their test. Most of the 
students had difficulties in complication and orientation. Most of the students 
could answer the question about orientation items better.Based on the 
discussion above, it can be said that the ninth grade students of SMPN 14 
Pontianak in academic year 2011/2012 are average to good in comprehending 
narrative text. 
CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS 
Conclusions  
(1) Based on the result of the test is ninth grade students of SMPN 14 
Pontianak in academic year 2011/2012 is average to good in comprehending narrative 
text, (2) the students found out that comprehending narrative text was the most 
difficult items, while the items on knowledge were the least difficult ones, (3) the 
  
knowledge in reading in order to help the students to understand meaning of words. 
The students in this school have serious problem in vocabulary. As the result, the 
students cannot comprehend the text. 
 
Suggestions  
(1) To make sure the teaching learning process runs well, the teacher should 
choose the material well and explain it clearly especially about narrative text, (2) the 
teacher should guide the students before retelling story in form of narrative text, (3) 
the teacher should prepare some vocabularies that related with the topic or material in 
order to help students share their information. 
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